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Serial No.: 09/880,723 
Docket No.: 70655.7800 

REMARKS 

Applicants reply to the Office Action dated January 10, 2006, within the shortened three 
month statutory period for reply. In the Reply to the Restriction Requirement dated October 24, 
2005, Applicants elected Group I, Species N consisting of Claims 1, 2, 4-5, 10-12, 22-24, 27 and 
48, for prosecution in this application. However, in the Office Action Summary, the Examiner 
inadvertently states that Claims 1-8, 17-27, 40, and 43-46 were pending in the application and the 
Examiner rejects claims 1-8, 17-27, 40, and 43-46, Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner clarify the correct pending claims and rejections. 

Support for the current amendments may be found in the originally-filed specification, 
claims, and figures. No new matter has been introduced by these amendments. Reconsideration of 
this application is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner rejects claims 1, 3, 22-23, 25-36, 40, and 45-46 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(e) as 
being anticipated by Musgrove et ah, U.S. Patent No. 6,725,222 ("Musgrove"). Applicants 
respectfully traverse the rejection of pending claims 1, 22-23, and 27 (the remaining rejected claims 
were previously cancelled). 

Musgrove discloses a method for storing product information from a plurality of merchants 
within a centralized shopping server, providing product information from multiple merchants to 
users, and consummating order transactions relating to one or more user selected products. 
Musgrove further discloses known methods for collecting product information from merchant 
servers using automated web crawlers and bots. Web crawlers and bots are known to those of 
ordinary skill and are disclosed by Musgrove to enable the invention by providing a means for 
collecting product information from merchant web sites. Musgrove is limited to searching and 
displaying product data obtained from a plurality of merchant web sites and facilitating purchase 
transactions. 

Musgrove discloses that, when a shopper selects products from a plurality of vendors for 
purchase, the user is presented with a pre-fillcd purchase form. The form is filled from information 
which is maintained in a database. The user is given the opportunity to make changes to 
information in the form before submitting it to a shopping server. The shopping server then uses 
the form information to fill in purchase forms on each merchant server. While Musgrove generally 
discloses that form information relating to a shopper may include a credit card number, Musgrove 
fails to explain how a purchase is consummated if the merchant server is not configured to accept 
the shopper's payment method. For example, many merchants accept payment through transaction 
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instruments such a$ Visa, MasterCard, and American Express. However, far fewer merchants 
accept payment through other credit instruments such as Discover, Diners Club, and JCB. 

The shopping server of Musgrove cannot identify a common accepted payment method 
among a plurality of merchants. For example, a shopper, having only American Express and 
Discover credit cards and a checking account, may select to purchase products from three different 
merchants. Merchant A accepts Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and online checks. Merchant 13 
accepts American Express, Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and online checks. Merchant C accepts 
American Express, Visa, MasterCard, Diners Club and online checks. However, since Merchant A 
is not configured to accept an American Express charge card, and Merchant C is not configured to 
accept a Discover credit card, the purchase could not be consummated through the use of cither the 
Shopper's American Express or Discover transaction cards. The Musgrove system does not include 
the logic required to determine that the purchase can only be consummated through an online check. 
As such, Musgrove does not disclose or suggest at least identifying a common accepted payment 
method from said plurality of merchants, wherein said common accepted payment method is 
displayed within said webpage," as recited by amended independent claim 1. 

Claims 2, 4-5, 10-12, 22-24, 27 and 48 variously depend from independent claim 1; 
therefore, Applicants assert that dependent claims 2, 4-5, 10-12, 22-24, 27 and 48 are differentiated 
from the cited reference for at least the same reasons as set forth above, as well as in view of their 
own respective features. 

In regard to claims 4 and 5, the Examiner asserts that, <v the step of requesting individual 
online merchants to release information about their individual online shoppers is a serious privacy 
issue and not one that merchants will knowingly violate by revealing information on shoppers" 
(page 8, paragraph 1). Applicants respectfully disagree and provide the following explanation as 
requested by the Examiner. 

Merchants and financial institutions routinely release personal account information 
including, for example, name, address, account balances, types of accounts, and payment history. 
Personal information may be released for various reasons as long as the terms for the release of 
information arc slated within a Privacy Statement. Generally, a company may release personal 
information to affiliates without allowing the consumer to "opt-out" Many companies also include 
provisions within their Privacy Statement that enable them to provide personal information to 
nonaffiliated third parties; however, the consumer must be given an option to "opt-out 11 Applicants 
request Examiner to consider Exhibit A, which is enclosed herewith. 
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Exhibit A is a printout of http://www.citizenssouth.com/pri vacv.asp . printed on March 14, 
2006, On page 2, under the heading of "The Information We Collect" the privacy policy lists six 
different types of information that may be collected, including transaction information occurring 
with Citizens South Bank, their affiliates, other parties , and consumer reporting agencies. On page 
3, under the heading of "Your Information and Other Parties", the privacy policy lists types of 
information that may be released to any party not previously qualified as an "affiliate." This 
information includes name, address, social security number, assets, income, account balances, 
account activity, types of accounts, credit card usage, payment history, and deposit history. 

The Examiner rejects claims 2 and 24 under 35 U,S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bruno ct al., U.S. Patent No. 6,320,952 ("Bruno"). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Bruno discloses an improved voice and data line system for routing toll-free calls to other 
destinations. Specifically, Bruno is directed toward reducing the costs that subscribers to toll-free 
services incur when a call is transferred from a first destination to another. For example, when a 
consumer calls a toll-free number, she may be provided a menu of options to select from. Based on 
the selection, the call may be routed to another toll-free line. However, while the caller is on the 
second line, the first toll-free line remains active. Thus, the subscriber must pay for the use of the 
line, even though the line is not in use by the consumer. Bruno discloses a complex switching 
system to eliminate this problem; however, Bruno is not concerned with identifying a common 
accepted payment method. As such, Bruno does not disclose or suggest at least "identifying a 
common accepted payment method from said plurality of merchants, wherein said common 
accepted payment method is displayed within said webpage," as recited by amended independent 
claim 1 from which claims 2 and 24 depend. Moreover, Applicants assert that dependent claims 2 
and 24 are differentiated from the cited reference for at least the same reasons as set forth above, as 
well as in view of their own respective features. 

' The Examiner rejects claims 4-6, 17-21, 27 and 43-44 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Musgrove in view of Fcrgerson et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,966,697 ("Fergerson"). 
Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection of pending claims 4 and 5 (the remaining rejected 
claims 6, 17-21, and 43-44 were previously canceled). 

Fergerson generally discloses an online shopping system whereby a shopper can shop from 
multiple vendors. Specifically, the Fergerson system enables a shopper to navigate to a web site of 
a first merchant, browse products, and select a product for purchase. The shopper may then opt to 
"check-out", or continue to a second merchant. The shopper can select products from a plurality of 
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merchants before selecting a "check-out" link. The user is provided with an order form to complete 
and submit to a central server. The central server then uses the form information to consummate the 
purchases from the plurality of merchant web sites. The Fergerson form includes credit card 
information which is used to facilitate the purchase transaction; however, Ferguson does not include 
logic for identifying a common accepted payment method among the plurality of merchants. As 
such, neither Musgrove, Fergerson, nor any combination thereof, disclose or suggest at least 
identifying a common accepted payment method from said plurality of merchants, wherein said 
common accepted payment method is displayed within said webpage," as recited by amended 
independent claim 1 from which claims 4 and 5 variously depend. Moreover, Applicants assert that 
dependent claims 4 and 5 are differentiated from the cited references for at least the same reasons as 
set forth above, as well as in view of their own respective features. 

The Examiner next rejects claims 7 and 8 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Musgrovc in view of alexa.com screen captures via the WayBackMachine (archive.org) and 
dated February 29, 2000 {"Alexa"). Applicants note that claims 7 and 8 were previously canceled, 
so this rejection is now moot- 
In view of the above remarks, Applicants respectfully submit that all pending claims 
properly set forth that which Applicants regard as their invention and are allowable over the cited 
references. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request allowance of the pending claims- The 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the Examiner's convenience, if that would help 
further prosecution of the subject Application. Applicants authorize and respectfully request that 
any fees due be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-2814, including any required extension fees. 
Attached is a Petition for Extension of Time Under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: May 10. 2006 




Reg. No. 39,038 

SNELL & WILMER L.L.P. 

400 E. Van Buren 

One Arizona Center 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004 

Phone: 602-382-6228 

Fax: 602-382-6070 

Email: hsobelman@swlaw.cora 
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